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names of certain attributes, which further
inquiry may, perhaps, show to belong to God
and to no other being, but which do not in
their signification express this, and do not
constitute our primary idea of God, which is
that of a Person. Men may believe in an
absolute and infinite, without in any proper
sense believing in God ; and thousands upon
thousands of pious men have prayed to a
personal God, who have never heard of the
absolute and the infinite, and who would not
understand the expressions if they heard
them. But, in the second place, " the abso-
lute" and "the infinite," in Sir W. Hamilton's
sense of the terms, cannot both be names of
God, for the simple reason that they are con-
tradictory of each other, and are proposed as
alternatives which cannot both be accepted as
predicates of the same subject. For Hamil-